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The Benelux Meteor

Retired Luxembourg NCO finally

awarded Korean War Bronze

By Tom Larscheid

CASERNE GRAND-DUC JEAN,
DIEKIRCH, Luxembourg
Raymond Beringer, a wetired Taxem-
hl::l-l”'_i: .Hl"}’ “:l'i':ﬂ.‘ﬂ_l” _It'l:li“l'. Wk
awarded the Bronee Star with *Y" de-
vice here carlier this month by Maj.
Gien. Buford G, Blounc 111, com-
mander of the 3 |:|1|:.1rIT,r:.' Division
{Mechanized), Fort Stewart, Ga.

Beringer, 70, was recognized for his
heroic actions during the Korean War
while serving as a machine-gunner with
'I_I'll.',' ||’:.{|v}" WI;'“E,MUS (o] Ilﬂli_\' f_!’— [l'“'
Hc]ginn United Mations Command
(B.LLN.C), 7 Infantry Regiment,
LLS. 3 Infantry Division.

Beringer, an infantry corporal on
his second tour of Korea, was manning
a machine gun on the “White Horse
Mountain Line” during the night of
April 7-8, 1953, when the Chinesc
communists lannched 2 heavy assauls
in an avempt o breale through the
United Mations' lines,

“They caine in waves, - Deringer e-
l....tl[l'.'l;! (}r:lll;" al ti]_ﬂ.'!"i.. “I]hﬂ'}' 1;“':" l'l‘i I'LJ.'!'I:
any brains, They reminded me of the
i?ld Hif‘\r'il,'l al ]'“:'{'. I[“lll,'!'l..' WS SCRITICOTEG
behind with a machine gun. If you
l:lil."l |'|1T Ei} ﬁ:]r'.'.',trrj. [I'l I.‘_'|.' .‘\.E'li 14 :.'\ﬂl.]."

The forward positions were pushed
back but the line did not breale. The
batralions ﬁght ﬂm‘lk WS ul:dl:r]l.-_’av:.'
pressure when Bepingers storeams of
bullets started to hit home.

Operating a water-cooled .50 eali-
ber machine gun, Beringer fired belt
after belr of steel into the charging en-
cmy.
Unable to ger a dlear field of fire,
Beringer lugped his 80-pound machine
gun out of his sindbagged bunker and
placed it on top.

From this exposed position
Beringers accurate fire, despite heavy
enemy mortar and artillery fre,

broke the back of the amack.

“The M1917A1 was a good ma-
chine gun,” Beringer zaid. “Since it
was water-cooled, we could shoot the
whole night.”

Hr‘ringcr Tl'c‘:"l\":(] | bﬂ*t‘lﬁﬁﬂ'{i
ramiaiemn Lo .‘ir.'].'g'.'ﬂ.ﬂl :F'i}l.' ]1;5 dC=
Lions.

“i"’r"l}r |_'I:J|l1ll1.|r1:|:.'l'?i.1i:l.{ l"“: WS I"l.ll-
ting e o for an award, He asked
e if [ wanred a |5c|Ei.an a1 Amcri-
Ll an \'.':.I} HCL‘;HE}:F ﬁiliﬂ.l. I‘l\l[ '\'\ru'lﬁl'l‘t [':'l.-
miliaewith the Belgian one so | asked
For the American one, the Silver Star.
It was an honor For us to serve un-
der United States command.”

Beringer returned to Luxem-
bourg and remained in the atmy
until he recived as a sergeant major
in 1986, 3

But e nc'mrlquite forgor about
the promised award.

“An error of command, 1 think
they call ir,” he chuckled. “I have
a copy of the documents submic-
ted in June 1953, Only in 1991did
they discover the initial document.
]r Wik |T|.|.t 1n :!I1|::Il.'|lcr HIL' r|1:|.t' 1na
one saw.”
£ rjlh.{' {JriEi:ﬂ:ﬂ Sil\"ﬂr ._":r:tr I'E;r::ur:n-
mendation from Beringer's com-
]}ur!:r'.q;.{:ﬂ"nun il‘L“' WIS never iTIn_L:ﬂ'L!
inte U5, Army personnel admin-
isifi.'l'[jl:lll \',,]i:l.ll.lH.'rS.

In 1988, then Lt, Col, Thomas
Fosnachr, a LLS. Army Reserve of-
ficar who periodically drilled as the
Army artaché to Luxembourg, was
approached by friends and former
comrades of Beringer and asked o
assist in reprocessing the award rec-
ommendation. He readily agreed.

It took Fasnacht two years
searching ULS, military archives
confinm there was no record of any
recommendation.

He also contacted the headquar-
ters of the 3 Infantey Division, then
located in Wuereburg, Germany, ta
sec if that commanding gencral was

still autherized to issue decora-
tions.

lIﬂ.le'mt rl]at tiﬂ'ﬂ: tl::H'.'FL' YWads d [c-
quirement chat if a recommenda-
tion was over three years old, or if
the incident was over chree years,
the time had elapsed,” Fosnache
51'.;[]_ I:rjll'l-ﬂ' l-l'l"-l' i'll!.‘i CI:'l.'l.rlng. 5-1 nce
then. Thar's why you see Medals
I..,'rF I:IDT:I(,'IF ﬂl'll:l U‘T]'iL"l []I."f.{:ll"ﬂ_i"il:,'ll'lﬂ
hl'.' i.'l'lg i&sucd Fur wﬁfid War ] I -;ll'"j.
Korea.”

Fosnacht left Europe in 1991
th'mltinﬁ the award recommenda-
tion would be processed and
Beringer would finally receive his
medal.

“I thoughr the marter had been
settled, but when | came back for
Memorial Day last year, 1 found
out it had languished again. Twas
rerribly disappointed,”  said the
colonel, now the senior ULS. Army
liaizon officer to the Germany
army in Cologne, Germany. “They
were honoring Korcan War verer-
AilE ﬂl]d hﬂ W-ﬂ.ﬁﬂ’t TCEng_nj.Zﬂdnm

This time the Luxembourg
Ambassadar to NATO, Jean-
JII'..'(.IU.L'E K:i:“'{'ir -;ll.’}i'r':]:l.(.'i'l';."lj (;'L'I]-
"'x"'i"imn F. K;:rm].l\, [l'l[.: .'_';l.lprcmc
Allied Commander Atlantic For
agsistance. Senator John Marner,
Va., and Congressman Michael
(}xl;!:,'. Ohia, pledged congres-
gional supporr o wave the long-
expired rime limitations.

“With congressional support
¥OU can get a waiver to thar time
restriction and resubmit the paper-
work,” Fosnache said, “lo went into
Army personnel command awards
and decoration branch that has a
special board that reviews old rec-
ommendations and resubmissions.
They recommend to the G-1 of
the Army, who makes the final
decision.”

“All tcams have leaders,”
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A water-cooled .30 calibar machine gun in a bunker overlooking the "White Horse Mountaln Line® in 1853,
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Retired Luxembourg army Sgt. Mal. Beringer salutes during the playing of
the American anthem after recelving hiz Bronze Star.

Bloaing said just before the award
ceremony. - One of those femark-
able NCOs was Cpl. Raymond
Beringer, His single ace of bravey saved
hig unit and the sicuarien.

“We in the 3 Infantry Division
are proud o have had these brave men
imour ranks, . .. They are part of our
division and its glorious history,” he
said, “They are proof that the muld-
natiafial unit can t::csuméssﬁ:l:_md Vi

torious,”

OFf the 228 Luxembourg soldiers
who volunteered for service in the
B.LLN.C. only 85 were selected. Tivo
wore killed in acion and 13 wounded.

The ULS. Army awarded the unit
a Presidential Unit Ciravon for its ac-
tons during the Forean War in addi- -
tion to the covered Combar Infanury
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South Korean soldier Kang-Yun-Sup and Cpl. Bafinger. Beringer manhandied
his machinegun to the exposed hill behind him.



